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AEC’s Nursing Spanish Program – Accredited by both the ANCC and the California BRN
Effective communication is the key to providing patients with quality healthcare. With Spanish being the second most common language in the United States behind English, it is increasingly important for healthcare providers to offer their services in Spanish. With this fact in mind AEC of Costa Rica has designed a special, nurse-specific Spanish program. This ANCC approved program has been carefully tailored to meet the needs of nurses who work with Spanish-speaking patients and their families.
AEC’s Nursing Spanish Program is a full immersion program in which working nurses can earn CEU’s while learning healthcare specific language skills in Costa Rica. The program entails:

· Nursing specific vocabulary and terminology

· Role playing exercises focused on healthcare communication skills 

· Clinical visitations to healthcare facilities 

· Medical seminars with Costa Rican medical professionals 

· Lessons on the Latino culture and its importance in healthcare

All of these teaching methods are combined with standard Spanish classes to help build nurses’ ability to effectively communicate with Spanish speakers. Nurses are placed with local Costa Rican host families to further their immersive Spanish experience.

Nurses can choose to enroll in one of four week-long immersion programs. Each week-long course can be taken as a standalone unit or combined to gain a better understanding of the Spanish language.
The AEC Nursing Spanish Program consists of: 

1. 4 hours per day of standard Spanish classes. Each student will be separated into one of nine levels of Spanish classes aimed at their current individual level of Spanish fluency. 

2. 3 hours per week of healthcare related subject matter (one hour for three days), geared toward learning medical terminology and culturally appropriate communication skills designed to be specifically applicable for nurses in dealing with Spanish speaking patients and their families.

3. Weekending “ charlas” (medical seminars) with combined classes of medical and nursing Spanish students and staff to discuss that week's bloc of subject material, allowing individual questions from students who wish to clarify or expand on that week's classroom content.

4. Visitations, accompanied by staff preceptor, for 3 hours per week to one or two of the following sites: 

• Either of the general practice clinics at La Fortuna or Monterrey 

• Either of the general hospitals at Ciudad Quesada or San Carlos (open only to nursing students at the intermediate Spanish fluency level or above). 

• Accompany nurses of the country's social service system (CCSS) in their community outreach programs to individual families
For more details please visit our website: www.adventurespanishschool.com or email us at: jesse@aec4spanish.com 


