Using Composer (Netscape or SeaMonkey) as a Web Page Editor
1. Download a copy of Netscape 7.x or SeaMonkey from the links listed on the TBE 540 home page (http://www.csudh.edu/fisher/tbe540/ under Resources). Each will be available for both Mac and Windows and will include Composer, a WYSIWYG (“What You See Is What You Get”) web page editor. This means you will not have to use TextEdit or Notepad to create or edit web pages with the HTML only; it will look more like word processing You can use Composer to edit an existing web page or start a new web page.

2. To edit an existing web page (as a file on your disk, not “live” on the web)…

a. Start up Netscape or SeaMonkey and go to the web address of a web page you want to edit.

b. Choose File->Edit Page to begin the process (if you don’t see this choice, you don’t have Composer).
c. It’s best to save the page on your computer right away. Use File->Save As and put it where you can find it! Note: This should save the HTML file as well as any associated graphics.
d. Edit as you would with word processing and save frequently. Use the tool bar and/or the menus.
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e. Use Browse in the tool bar (after saving) to see the results.

f. If you want to examine the HTML tags, use the tabs at the bottom of the screen. Alternate between Normal and <HTML> Source.
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3. To start a new web page…

a. Start up Netscape or SeaMonkey.
b. From the File menu, choose New->Composer Page.

c. You should see a blank page with a “tool bar” at the top. You can just start typing (as you would with word processing) and use the tool bar and/or the menus to customize the page.

d. Be sure to save (File->Save or the Save icon and give it a “title” that will become the file name) before choosing Browse in the tool bar so you can see what it looks like. Close the Browse window to return to editing.

