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	Purpose of the HUX 599 Course


The purpose of this course is to help you prepare your final thesis or creative project, the capstone of your Humanities Master of Arts (HUX) educational experience.  

	What You Need to Include With this HUX 599 Contract


Attach a copy of the approved and graded thesis/project proposal from your HUX 598 course. The contract must be submitted to the HUX office by: February 1 for Summer term registration, May 1 for Fall, and October 1 for Spring. Be sure that the proposal clearly reflects the elements below.
1. About five pages of your thesis with notes, including (as determined in consultation with your mentor):

a. Clarification of whether you will produce a thesis or a project

b. Precisely-worded statement of the topic or working title 

c. Precisely-worded and focused description of the research problem or issue the thesis or project will cover, including the humanities disciplines involved, and the approach(es), theory, and methodologies to be employed

d. Statement of the thesis idea or main idea that the analysis will demonstrate

2. Topic sentence outline of the key sections of the proposed discussion

3. Bibliography of sources you have consulted--books and recent scholarly articles on the proposed topic.       

          Include a brief summary of the source (no more than one paragraph each) 

4. Timeline for completion

5. Assignment of responsibility: Include what your mentor agrees to perform and provide (e.g., frequency and manner of contacts, advice on resources, intermediate evaluation of work, etc.), and what you (student) agree to perform (means of presentation to mentor, submission of carefully edited drafts, etc.)

Your mentor may have specific requirements in addition to those above, depending on the nature of your topic, discipline, and approach. Be sure to consult the guide, Developing Final Projects for Graduate Degrees in the Humanities, which was sent with the HUX 598 contract. Your mentor may want you to do things a bit differently than indicated in this guide, since each of the five Humanities disciplines has its own methods and approaches, but it’s a good place for you to start. 

	  Important Information


Work out with your thesis mentor/chair the focus and scope of your thesis, as well as its length. Our rule of thumb is 10-12 pages per unit of 599. The length of your thesis should not fall excessively above or below this guideline.  

All theses and projects must fulfill the requirements in the California State University, Dominguez Hills Thesis and Project Guide. The HUX program also requires students to use the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers by Walter Achtert and Joseph Gibaldi. This handbook is an invaluable aid to use both when doing research and when preparing your thesis. But please note that these two works occasionally give conflicting guidelines, such as in the case of formatting and documentation. Whenever instructions in the Thesis and Project Guide and the MLA Handbook conflict, you must follow the instructions in the Thesis and Project Guide. Students are responsible for knowing and complying with the Thesis and Project Guide. Your thesis must also reflect standards of scholarship as determined by the HUX faculty committee. Regulations governing interviews of living persons are very strict. Before you can conduct interviews you must file a report with the Institutional Review Board (IRB) office on the CSUDH campus. See the enclosed brochure or get the online version at: www.csudh.edu/RF/r&fpro3.html. Your mentor also needs to approve your choice of methodology.

Once your entire committee has signed off on your thesis, the HUX office sends it to the CSUDH Office of Graduate Studies for format/Title V approval. See the HUX website (www.csudh.edu/hux) for more information about the thesis process. 

