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Academic Senate Resolution

MSP 2/19/03

EPC 03-06 Policy Regarding Credit by Exam in Graduate Courses
Resolution:  
The following shall be added to the section titled  "Requirements for the Masters' Degree" in the catalog.   (See pp. 56-58 in the 2002-03 catalog.)
“Credit By Examination.
No graduate student may receive credit by examination in a course used to satisfy the requirements of the masters' degree.”
Rationale:
The reasons for this proposal are clearly explained in the following excerpt from page 368 of the 2002-2003 CSU San Bernardino Catalog.
“A graduate program, while building upon coursework previously completed, should be used to acquire new knowledge and skills.  Acquisition of units through credit by evaluation, on the other hand, relies inherently on old knowledge and skills.  Therefore, prerequisite courses and other requirements outside the formal program may be challenged, but units gained through credit by evaluation cannot be included within the formal program of study.”  
Under the proposed rule, a student who already possesses the knowledge and skills that are taught in a given course would be free to petition the graduate director for a variance allowing the student to replace the course with a different course to fulfill the program's requirements, but the student would not be able simply to replace the coursework with an exam.
The majority of the campuses in the CSU do not permit graduate students to receive credit toward the M.A. degree by challenge examination. Of the campuses who responded to the Graduate Council's  inquiry, the following campuses indicated they do not allow graduate credit by examination: Fullerton, Long Beach, Northridge, Pomona, San Bernardino, Chico, Fresno, San Diego, San Marcos, Bakersfield., San Jose, Stanislaus, and Hayward. Cal State LA does permit it, but like us, they plan to reevaluate their policy, especially after learning what most campuses are doing.
This proposal is endorsed by its author, the Graduate Council.   
