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 Establishment of CSUDH Writing Intensive Courses

Rationale

The University must address the under-preparedness of our students in

order to improve student success and faculty morale. Our recent WASC

review, including evidence presented in the Student Success Report (e.g.,

Reading Studies, the Spiraled Reading Study, annual Graduate Writing Exam

reports, the Moye Report, anecdotal faculty complaints about student

writing and critical thinking) identified this under preparedness in

writing and critical thinking as a major academic problem, the "elephant

in the room," as one WASC reviewer put it.

Composition research shows that writing improves with meaningful revision

and practice in diverse settings, that writing engages students and

improves their learning of content, and that writing develops thinking

skills. It also shows that the most effective teachers of writing in

the disciplines are faculty in the disciplines.

The five year Enhancing Critical Literacy Project ($2 million dollars

funded by Title V over five years, from October 2002 to October 2007),

which centers on improving the preparedness of transfer students through

such means as faculty seminars, an expanded Center for Learning and

Academic Support Services, and assessment of entering transfer students,

provides training and resources to phase in a writing intensive

requirement.

Resolution

The Academic Senate at CSUDH supports the creation of designated writing

intensive courses for undergraduate students.  To qualify for graduation

each undergraduate student shall be required to earn at least a C in

two designated writing courses.  This requirement will take effect no

later than fall semester 2008.  In most cases the courses will be in

the student's own major field.  However, if the student's major program

chooses not to offer writing intensive courses, or if the student changes

major after taking writing intensive courses, then the courses may be

in another area.

Writing intensive courses are intended to improve students' skill at

communicating within an academic discipline.  Generic writing courses,

including freshman composition, advanced composition, and the writing

adjunct, do not satisfy this requirement.  Writing intensive courses

shall be identified in the course schedule and catalog by having a "WI"

appended to the course number (e.g., ENG 307WI, HIS 300WI).

The University must provide adequate resources to support the writing

intensive courses without harming the rest of the academic program.

The University will provide adequate resources to maintain the Enhanced

Writing Center in the Center for Learning and Academic Support Systems

(CLASS), including faculty associates and writing tutors.

It is essential that students write their own papers. Therefore the

University shall provide faculty teaching writing courses with practical

means for discouraging and detecting plagiarism including access to

and training in the use of a good on-line plagiarism detection and

prevention database.

We encourage the general education program to provide support for this

initiative by emphasizing writing in appropriate general education

courses.

GUIDELINES for Writing Intensive Courses:

(In the following text "program" means "department or program",)

A writing intensive course should meet all of the following criteria.

A variation in the criteria may be granted for a particular program if

the program faculty and the Writing Competency Committee agree that

a criterion is not appropriate to the discipline and a variation in

the criteria would serve the academic interests of the university.

The Writing Competency Committee shall keep a public record of all

variations and the reasons for them.

1.  The course should be part of an academic major in the program that

offers the course.

2. Each writing intensive course should require at least the equivalent of

fifteen typed pages (250 words = one page) of formal writing that involves

critical thinking and may involve analytical preparatory reading, to be

spread out over two or more assignments or consolidated into a single

project with discrete components that can be submitted in draft form.

The writing shall be in a form and format that is appropriate to the

subject and the discipline.  It could include diagrams or symbolic

elements such as music or mathematical formulas or fragments of computer

code but should be primarily a piece of writing, not a picture or a

calculation or a computer program.

3. Each writing assignment should provide opportunities for serious

student revision after faculty and/or peer commentary. Faculty should

comment on at least two-thirds of draft submissions. Such commentary

can be communicated in written form and/or orally in conferences.

Writing that is not subject to review and revision shall not count as

part of the fifteen required pages of formal writing.

4. Writing instruction should center on writing techniques specific to the

discipline and clarification of requirements and methods of preparation

for assignments.

5. Each class should have a maximum of twenty-five students per instructor

or graduate teaching assistant.  For example, a one-hundred student

lecture class would satisfy this criterion if it had one lecturer and

three graduate teaching assistants.

6. Students shall be required to demonstrate satisfactory performance

in writing, formal and informal, to receive C or better in the course.

7. Program faculty decide which writing intensive courses offered outside

the program meet the writing requirement for students in the program's

major, and the conditions under which such courses are accepted.

Each program's policy regarding such courses must be in writing and

available to students.  Accepted transfer courses must clearly be

writing intensive in nature, either on the transcript or in the course

description.  By offering writing intensive courses within the program,

accepting writing intensive courses offered by other programs,

or a combination of these, every program must provide a way for its

majors to meet the writing intensive requirement by fall 2008.

8. Writing intensive courses should be offered on a regular basis to

meet student demand in the major.

APPROVAL of writing intensive courses:

1. Writing intensive courses are approved by agreement between program

faculty and the Writing Competency Committee.

2. The Writing Competency Committee shall offer guidance in creating

writing intensive courses, including assistance with assignments, grading

templates, etc.  The Writing Competency Committee will periodically

review existing writing intensive course syllabi to assure writing

intensive course guidelines are met.

3. Program faculty may choose to have all sections of a course taught as

writing intensive, or only selected sections, depending on the willingness

or interest of the instructors and the workload of the program.

4. Programs may decide whether or not to make satisfaction of the Graduate

Writing Assessment Requirement a prerequisite for their writing intensive

courses.

5. Before a course receives the WI designation the program and the Writing

Competency Committee must agree that adequate resources are available to

support the course.  If the program and the Writing Competency Committee

agree that the academic interests of the university would be served

by giving a course the WI designation, but adequate workload is not

available to support the course, then the Writing Competency Committee

should assist the department in requesting funds to fix the problem.

TIMELINE for implementation (individual programs can move more quickly):

1. During 2003-04, social and behavioral science programs will identify

writing intensive courses in their majors and move them through the

approval process, with an implementation date of fall 2004.

2. During 2004-05, School of Business and Public Administration and

School of Health (excluding Clinical Sciences) programs will do the same,

with a fall 2005 implementation date.

3. During 2005-06, natural and life science, mathematical sciences,

and Clinical Sciences, with a fall 2006 implementation date.

4. During 2006-07, School of Education programs, including College of

Arts and Sciences courses serving Liberal Studies, with a fall 2007

implementation date.

5. During 2007-08, humanities and fine arts programs and upper division

General Education courses, with a fall 2008 implementation date.

6. We may therefore write in the 2008-09 Catalog that all undergraduate

students must earn at least a C in two designated writing intensive

courses to qualify for graduation.   Individual programs should identify

the two course requirement in their majors, based on the above timetable,

and include it in the catalog as it is phased in.

*****************************************************************************

EPC 03-10 Resolution to Encourage Fiscal Support for Designated Writing

Intensive Courses and Writing Across the Curriculum

Rationale:

Rightly or wrongly, many members of the faculty believe that the

University often focuses on increasing enrollment at the expense of

academic quality. There is pressure, for example, to take more students

in individual classes and to create off-campus cohorts of students while

enrollments in graduate course soar well above the usual maximum of

fifteen to twenty students. To nurture quality the administration must

provide resources for writing intensive courses.   After the Enhancing

Critical Literacy Project grant ends the university must replace the

support the grant has provided for faculty development, an expanded

Center for Learning and Academic Support Services, and eventually for

the creation of a writing across the curriculum program led by a faculty

member to be known as the Writing Program Administrator.

Resolution:

The Academic Senate emphatically urges the president to make increasing

student preparedness and therefore student success a very high university

priority by providing sufficient funding to support workload needs

related to writing intensive courses without harming the rest of the

academic program.  We urge the campus to create a comprehensive writing

across the curriculum program by the time Enhancing Critical Literacy

Project grant expires in fall 2007.  Workload augmentation for supporting

writing intensive courses, for maintaining an enhanced Writing Center

in the Center for Learning and Academic Support Services (CLASS), and

for institutionalizing the successful elements of the grant will require

approval through the university budget approval process.

