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Resolution to Encourage Fiscal Support for Designated Writing Intensive Courses and Writing Across the Curriculum

Rationale:

Rightly or wrongly, many members of the faculty believe that the

University often focuses on increasing enrollment at the expense of

academic quality. There is pressure, for example, to take more students

in individual classes and to create off-campus cohorts of students while

enrollments in graduate course soar well above the usual maximum of

fifteen to twenty students. To nurture quality the administration must

provide resources for writing intensive courses.   After the Enhancing

Critical Literacy Project grant ends the university must replace the

support the grant has provided for faculty development, an expanded

Center for Learning and Academic Support Services, and eventually for

the creation of a writing across the curriculum program led by a faculty

member to be known as the Writing Program Administrator.

Resolution:

The Academic Senate emphatically urges the president to make increasing

student preparedness and therefore student success a very high university

priority by providing sufficient funding to support workload needs

related to writing intensive courses without harming the rest of the

academic program.  We urge the campus to create a comprehensive writing

across the curriculum program by the time Enhancing Critical Literacy

Project grant expires in fall 2007.  Workload augmentation for supporting

writing intensive courses, for maintaining an enhanced Writing Center

in the Center for Learning and Academic Support Services (CLASS), and

for institutionalizing the successful elements of the grant will require

approval through the university budget approval process.

