
 
 
October 30, 2020 
 
Dear Chair Talamante 
 
Our department only issues graduate degrees and, as such, we are a bit remote to what the impact 
overall would be on our campus given the implementation of this legislation applies to undergraduate 
degrees.   
 
However, our department is very invested in understanding issues of diversity and inclusion relative to 
the larger social and cultural discourse ramping up before our very eyes since late spring of this year.  I 
have attached here a summary table of some of our recent activity regarding anti-racism and DEI efforts 
we are undertaking as of summer and fall 2020.  This, in combination with my own doctoral work on a 
Native American Reservation back in 2004 renders me interested and invested in the intent of this 
bill.  As I read it,  the intent is to build in a GE requirement that leverages the existing evidence of 
sensitizing all graduates to complexities of the lived experience of specific individuals who identify as a 
part of a defined group. 
 
To that end, I am in full support of the already passed Senate Resolution declining the CO five-point plan 
for implementation for the reasons stated.  I do believe that for any of our forward-moving work, we 
must, out of respect for academic freedom and the most diverse representation of decision-makers, 
allow the Statewide Ethnic Studies Council to receive input from each campus accordingly for an 
implementation plan.   
 
I’m not sure I have much in the way of new perspectives or comments on this.  I realize I’m speaking to 
much of what has already been said and addressing in the Resolution.   
 
While I am sensitive to the tight timeline and what the CO reps this past week brought up (additional 
regs and requirements that also must be adhered to), the sooner we open up this conversation and 
process for direct, collaborative communication, the better so that we can move forward expeditiously.   
 
Heather 
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