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After a career as an All American baseball player-athlete at USC, a stint in the USAF, and short career as a player-manager in the NY Yankee organization. Hal Charnofsky joined CSUDH in 1966. By 1992 he was the campus nominee for the outstanding professor of the CSU. As the third CSUDH recipient of the outstanding CSU professor award he was invited to be the principle speaker at the CSUDH honors convocation.

In that speech, Hal remarked that he thought he got the award based on his efforts to balance his contributions to teaching, scholarship, and service. Beyond the Lyle Gibson teaching award, Hal served on almost every major committee at CSUDH and served as chair of the Academic Senate on two occasions. He was a leader, perhaps the creator, of the field of sports sociology. He was founder and program coordinator of the MFCC program at CSUDH. He represented the campus most ably at the ASCSU. In support of campus athletic programs, he was the faculty representative of CSUDH to the NCAA.

Hal’s balanced contributions went beyond the university. He served on the faculty advisory boards for the creation of new CSU campuses at Monterrey Bay and San Marcos. He was a major force in the Carson Coordinating Council and contributor to the Carson Child Guidance Clinic. He was a founding member of the California Sociological Association. He was a supporter of the Arts. He encouraged his students, children, and colleagues to pursue their dreams. He was a beloved and loving family member, friend, and colleague.

On many occasions, Hal remarked that the faculty and staff of CSUDH have the power to make a difference. His amazing breadth and balance allowed him to make an enormous difference. While we may not each have the power to make a difference with the incredible breadth that Hal did, let us rededicate ourselves so making a difference in whatever way we can. That would be a most fitting tribute to our beloved friend and distinguished colleague. Hal Charnofsky.

