Academic Senate Meeting

Minutes

May 10, 2006
Voting Members Present: Blue, Bohman, Butler, Cheever, Dowling, Fawver, Ferris, Ganezer, Gould, Heinze-Balcazar, Herbert, Jacobs, Jones, Kaplan, Kowalski, Ma, Malamud, Moore, Newton, O’Connor, Pu, Silvis, Sneed and Wood

Voting Members Absent: Christie, Clark, D’Amore, Erbe, Faraji, Ferrario, Gordon, Han, Hollie, Johnson, Lewis, McCarthy, McClane, Papa, Park, Parker, Pawar, Vasquez, and Zoerner.
Ex-Officio Members Present:  Bradfield, Dote-Kwan, Gordon, M., Levine, Long, Maki, 
Mori, Parham, Robles, Strong, and Whetmore.
Guests: Bordinaro, Hart, Oesterheld, and Kalayjian.
Call to Order at 2:30p.m.

Approval of Agenda


Amended

M/S/P

Approval of Minutes


Approved

M/S/P

Parliamentarian Report-

First Reading Item-Exec 06-01 (W*) The Coalition of Students, ASI, CFA, APC and CSUEU, Chapters at CSUDH.  Chair Blue read the resolution to implore the Board of Trustees of the CSU to reconsider the reduction of funding provided to CSUDH for academic year 2006-2007.  MSP

Time Certain 3:15-Laura Robles-Council for Research, Scholarship and Creative Activity-Robles announced that Graduate Studies would be creating a Council for Research, Scholarship and Creative Activity and that she was informing the Senate of the plan.  Gould said that he was in favor of the committee and Malamud wanted to know how this council would represent the various colleges.  Robles said there is no involved but ideas that require money we would work with research and funded projects.  Gould said that one of the Senate Standing committees should take this issue up.  Mori said that Robles is coming to the Senate for input and information only, this is not an action item.  Ma said that this would be a good council to advocate the needs of faculty research.  Dote-Kwan said that we should ask someone from the library to e on the committee.  Johnston said that she was developing links on the CTL website.  Butler said that if a council is going to develop policy then it is appropriate to bring the policy the Senate for review. Parham wants to make sure the library is included and that there is automatic CTL membership.  Gould said that he thought the Senate should be consulted and not informed.  Blue suggested that Robles work with Executive Committee this summer.
Time Certain 3:30 p.m. Edd Whetmore/Laura Robles-Undergraduate and Graduate Learning Outcomes-Whetmore reported the Undergraduate Studies has 12 measurable outcomes created.  Whetmore passed out a draft to the Senate and will send to campus as a whole. Dote-Kwan said that it has been vetted through several university committees.

Robles reported that Graduate outcomes does not have to reflect what undergraduate studies does.  Many of our students that graduate from Dominguez Hills undergraduate go into our graduate programs but many graduates come from other schools.  It went through several layers of approval.  Malamud feels the graduate should also apply to undergraduate studies as well and that the undergraduate outcomes are too weak.  Dote-Kwan said that this was a general set of outcomes.  Sneed was concerned about the language in item #8 because hate groups have belief statements and we need to clarify it.  Dote-Kwan asked that senators email comments and concerns to Whetmore and Robles.  Malamud said that 12 outcomes is far too many outcomes and that we should merge some the more things you dump into our course the more crazed we get.
Reports-Caroline Bordinaro, Information Competency Taskforce-Bordinaro reported that they are trying to determine the needs of students and where they are deficient with regard to computer technology and they have devised a survey to find out what is going on, on the campus, and what students already know.  They will share data and results to the Senate and the Provost and the report will include recommendations.
Statewide Senate-Silvis/Vanterpool-Silvis reported that he just attended a three day statewide academic senate meeting last.  He said that they have readjusted enrollment targets about every year 30,000 people are discharged from the military and they reach get 30,000 for education, we need to recruit these people.  They are implementing more ways to serve students with disabilities and one way is to get their course material to them early.    
Vanterpool commended Silvis for his service at CSU and welcomed Margaret Blue as the new CSU Statewide Senator.  Vanterpool reported that the CSU Academic conference will be reinstated.  They are also implementing timely academic support for lecturers.  

Presidents Report-Lyons reported that when information technology was centralized the intent was never to reduce service.  Malamud said that he was not against centralizing IT but that the problem is that faculty are not included in the decision making.  No one talks to us about anything anymore.  Lyons said that this was not true and that regarding the splitting of commencement it went through committee and they also talked to students.  Malamud said that the faculty needs to know what is going on at this campus.  Lyons said that he was hard-pressed to come up with other examples.  Moore said that in January there were a series of meetings with faculty members from different colleges that took place between the 6th and the 20th.  He said that he did not hear what the outcome of those meetings were.  Lyons said that the document of 10 reasons why students should come to Dominguez Hills was created as a result of those meetings.  Long reported that the website has a list of things that came out of those meetings.  

Lyons reported that trustee Roberta Achtenberg will become the Chair of the Board of Trustees and visits will start in the fall, and that there will be more general education discussion.  
Lyons thanked Chair Blue for her service and said that when we’ve disagreed it has been business and not personal.

Provost’s Report-Mori reported on the proposed Academic Affairs Budget for 2006-2007.  He passed out three handouts which are included at the end of the minutes.  Moore said that it was difficult to uphold lofty goals because we’ve been cut to the bone.  Mori said that it depends on the programs because some are more expensive than others.  He said that the president goes to Washington D.C. to get money and if we are granted the extra funding it helps relieve our budget problems.  

Mori thanked Chair Blue and the Executive Committee for the work and for what we have accomplished.

Chair’s Report-Blue gave the following report:

“A new faculty member asked me recently what the Academic Senate did and why it was important to participate.    His question started me thinking about why we give up Wednesday afternoons and other times to meet and what would happen if we didn’t.  I suspect we could all find more entertaining ways to spend our time.  Many of you have spent years participating in the Senate, so it is clear that you believe this is time well spent and I agree with you.  The last two years we have passed policy resolutions on a number of issues that affect the academic life of this institution.  For instance we have reached a compromise on what determines “Unusually Meritorious” in the RTP process, we have developed policies on consultation when changing class size, changed the time when majors and minors are declared, eliminated the required minor, simplified the RTP process for new faculty, and provided an appeal process for UCC and GE committees.  

If there were no Senate, there would be no way to communicate systematically with the administration and provide our guidance on issues critical to the university.  The resolutions that we have passed in the last two years have all been made into Academic Affairs Memos thus implementing our recommended policies. Together we have fulfilled the shared governance role of the faculty.   I want to thank you all for your continued involvement and support.  It has been an honor to serve as your chair for the past two years. It will be my privilege to represent you next year at the statewide Senate. I know that Rod Butler can count on you for the same support and assistance. “

Dowling presented Chair Blue with an Academic Senate Resolution in honor of her fine service as Chair of the Academic Senate.

Passing of the Gavel-Margaret Blue/Rod Butler-Chair Blue introduced Rod Butler as the new Academic Senate Chair for 2006-2007 and she passed the gavel to him.  Butler thanked Chair Blue for her service and thanked everyone for their support.  He then introduced some of the members of his new board, Pat Kalayjian, Parliamentarian; Munashe Furusa, FPC Chair; Cathy Jacobs, EPC Chair.  The Senate voted on these three members.  MSP.

Meeting Adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted by,

Mary Brooks




Margaret Blue

Chair’s Assistant



Chair, Academic Senate
