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What, When, How?

What is Student Financial Aid?
When Shovld | Apply?
How do | Apply?
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Student Financial Aid is
MONEY!

L

This money is offered to

you to help pay for your

educational & personal
expenses while in

college.

~Personal expenses

Gas, Cell phone, etc.
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; When Shovld ) Ap;!DIg?
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s |MPORTANT

Youvmust RE-APPLY for-each
During during the new academic year untilyov
‘Fall of your senior graduate with gour degree!
_ It'sthesame
gears October 7st thro A— .
_Priority Filing Period:

March 2nd October 1st - March 2nd




How do | apply? g ‘

CA Dream Act

FAFSA

Applicants who are U.S.
You will apply online . L
: Citizens or eligible non-
using your PC, laptop,
. citizens will submit a
Ty submita CADAA apptication
cell phone WWWw.dream.csac.ca.gov

YouTube Video on What is FAFSA? California Student Aid Commission Websi
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https://dream.csac.ca.gov/landing
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

FAFSA Website

€@ FAFSA® 2025-26 Coming Soon

The 2025-26 FAFSA form is currently in a limited beta. Only a select number of people have been invited to participate in the beta. Full
access 1s coming soon. Learn more

BE  An official website of the United States government. Help Center Submit a Complaint English | Espaficl

FederalStudentAid

FAFSA® Form ~ Loans and Grants Loan Repayment ~ Loan Forgiveness O\

FAFSA® 2025-26 Coming Soon

We're working to launch the new 2025-26 FAFSA form. Learn ®
more about the new form timeline.

Need the 202425 FAFSA form? ,\ P

Log In To Start a New Form Log In To Edit Existing Forms - =

form

www.studentaid.gov | www.fafsa.gov

CSuU

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, DOMINGUEZ HILLS




California Student Aid Commission (CSAC) and
CA Dream Act Application Websites

CALIEFORNIA Login v ContactUs English ~ SearchQ i
. STUDENT AID VOTE

D COMMISSION CALIFORNIA &4

STUDENTS SCHOOLS & COUNSELORS PROGRAMS DATA & REPORTS OUTREACH & MATERIALS NEWS & EVENTS ABOUT
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www.csac.ca.gov | dream.csac.ca.gov

CSuU

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, DOMINGUEZ HILLS

P — . -
¥




Filing Period Exception for

2025-2026 FAFSE

Priority Filing Period: December 1, 2024 - March 3, 2025

-24 Mid Oct - Nov

FASFA will be open to . . |
Sited ssers & 2 few Application access will Access will be granted
gradwvally be increased .;
schools for beta testing to all users

to more vsers

expected to follow the same ,
timeline.




Application Filing Period Example

You will be applying for college and financial aid during your senior year.
Then, you must remember to re-apply for financial aid each year
until you graduate with your degree.

Einancial Aid Year Priority Eiling Period GOAL?

2025-2026 Oct 1, 2024 - March 3, 2025 Apply before your
AUQUSt 2025 - June 2026 (because March 2 is a Sunday) freshman year.

2026-2027 ) —
August 2026- June 2027  ©OCt 12025 - March 2, 2026 sophomore yearl
2027-2028 ) —
August 2027 - June 2028 OCt 12026 - March 2, 2027 PRly before your




FSA ID Username &

* You and your parent will

each need your own

individual FSAID username

& password

* Must create using different

email addresses

what will yov need for

the FAFSA?

The Invite Process

Step 1: Students complete
their section & enter parent
name, DOB, SSN, email

Step 2: Parents will receive an
email “Invite” to complete

their section

Provide Conient to

. E ide_hic/l
CONSENT to have their IRS or
Federal Tax Information (FTI)

used
e For 2025-2026, income tax data
from 2023 will be reported.
o Evennen-filersmustprovide—

consent




Who is considered a
parent?

A

Biological or Adoptive Parent

Who is not considered a parent?

Grandparents | Foster Parents
Legal Guardians

— AuntsorUncles
Brother or Sister

Important Questions to Address

What happens if Consent
is not authorized by student or

parent?

Then, the student will not be

considered for financial aid funds.

No consideration for federal
grants.

No consideration for state

grants.

Wwhat if a parentis
Unwilling to provide

° Student may reguest to be

offered a Direct Unsubsidized
Loan only
o This is the loan that
accrues interest
o Student will- need-toconsult
with the Financial Aid Office
for further assistance.




RE: Divorced or Separated Parents

Who's Info should yov There is a FAFSA Tool that can help.
provide?
- Who counts as a parent on the FAFSA®
form? z i
Th&parentthateentributesrmost A student may need to ask their parent(s) to provide
to the student's livin g expenses is E;E;Tj:ﬁg;; ;:zr FAFSA form based on the student’s
the parent that will contribute e’
— . . This tool helps determine which parent(s) should participate in
their information to the student’s 2 student's FAFSA form.
FAFSA:
No longer the parent that the https//studentaid.gov/fafsa- E] ooy

student lives with. apply/parents e frts thosheal



https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents
https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents
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Now, a few quick tips!
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Financial Aid Applications submitted
atter March Priority Filing Deadline
will still be processed for aid consideration.

However,

youv apply late, yov may miss owt on receiving some/
types of financial aid funds. ,
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think | want to
transferto a
different school.

1 didn’t get any
free grant

RAD school,
well, I'm not
sure yet.

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Until you graduate,
always submit your
renewal application
between
Dctober 1st -
March 2nd!

it



Becavse,

If you change your mind about continuing with your degree pursvits

your Financial Aid application will have already been submitted.

Therefore, your financial aid eligibility will be determined as
an "ON-TIME" applicant as opposed to a “"LATE" applicant!




ip #3 - Common Mistakes to Avoid

Students should be avoid reporting_their parent’s 2023 income as their
income.

e Miss reporting the Family Size (formerly the Household size) if prompted
to provide it.

 Avoid reporting a dollar amount under the “Foreign Income Exclusion”
question if you or your parent did not earn any foreign income.

Don’t scroll. Read. Take your time.




Federal StudentAid

FAFSA® Form v~

Here’s An

Loans and Grants ~

Federal Student Aid Estimator

Loan Repayment ~

Loan Forgiveness

Our Federal Student Aid Estimator provides an estimate of how much federal student aid the
student may be eligible to receive. These estimates are based on the Student Aid Index (SAI), an
index number used to determine federal student aid eligibility.

Log In | Create Account

other Tool!

Federal Student Aid Estimator!

Q

To apply for financial aid, complete the FAFSA® form.

-: @} This Is Not the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) Form

CSU

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, DOMINGUEZ HILLS

With this tool, students can find out how much federal student aid they may be eligible for in the 2025-26 award year.

https://studentaid.gov/aid-estimator/



https://studentaid.gov/aid-estimator/

Unusval Circomstances

Let's Briefly Discuss
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Unusval Circomstances

Conditions that can justify an making an adjustment to a student’s status
based on a unique situation.

Dependency Loss or Reduction of Other Unusval or
Override Income Special Circumstance
e Parental abandonment, or where e |nitial application requires the 2023‘ «_Death or Serious lllness
parental contact poses a risk. income & Federal Tax Info (FTI) . Additional Expenses that are not
e Not allowed for students that moved e However, if the 2024 income or
. . . . included in Cost of Attendance
out (or) parents just refuse to provide 2025 income will be less, student
their information. or parent can submit an “Income Budget
e Decisions are made on a case-by-casé Adjustment Appeal” to the
basis and must be substantiated with Financial Aid Office. Action: Contact the Financial Aid Office

supporting documentation. * FYI, these appeals are not submitted
to the Dept of Education.

to discuss & receive assistance
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Show Me the oneg!

What Types of Aid Are Offered
& How Much?




r Types ofFinaial Aid
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\ CSUDH Financial Aid Office
/§ Types of Aid webpage




YAN
Free money you don't
have to repay

Federal Grants

State Grants

Institutional Grants from
the college or university

Free money you don’t
have to repz

Institutional Scholarships

Private Scholarships

Scholarships usually
require a separate
application

Programs

Federal Loans

Private Loans

Work-study & College
Corps




Federal Grants

Pell Grant $0 - $7,395

SEOG Grant $1,000 - $4,000

TEACH Grant $4,000

* Federal grants may be
used at any school you
attend.

GRANTS

CAL GRANTS A & B

May be used in California only

$6,084
For Cal State Universities
(CSU’s)

$14,436

For University of California
(UC’s)

e Cal Grant awards help
cover the tuition fees at
CSUs and UCs

Current Year - 2024-2025 Award Ammounts

cSuU
State University Grant

$6,084 for CSU campuses

This grant helps to cover the
tuition fee just like the Cal
Grant awards do.

Side Note for UC’s:
They offer the
Blue & Gold Opportunity Plan
to help students pay the
systemwide tuition & fees



e No separate application is
required

e Just the FAFSA or CADAA
application

e Award amounts can vary

Middle-Class Scholarship (MCS)

Offered by the California Student Aid Commission (CSAC)

Basic
Reguirements

e Must apply on-time

e Must be a CA resident and
attend a UC or CSU

e Must meet the income
requirements

For more
information
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Visit the website for the
alifornia Student Aid Commissio

(CSAC)




Institutional

Amounts will vary.

Most college & universities

offer a variety of scholarships:

e New student scholarships
e Department Scholarships

e Scholarships for returning
students

Scholarships

Institutional & Private

Amounts will vary.

Sources & Organizations
will vary.

illions of dollars go unclaimec
each year because students
don’t apply.

Suggestions

Visit the websites of the Financial
Aid & Scholarship Offices for your
schools of interest.

Use a FREE scholarship search
engine to manage your searches
including, but not limited to:

e www.scholarships.com

e College Board Big Future

e SallieMae.com/scholarships/


https://www.scholarships.com/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/scholarships-grants-loans/basics/how-to-find-and-apply-for-scholarships
https://www.salliemae.com/scholarships/

Federal Loans

o Offered to FAFSA applicants
only; dollar amounts based
on grade level

e Students are not required to
borrow

e Any money borrowed, must
be repaid

e Lender is the US
Department of Education

Educational Loans

Amovnts Vary

e Borrowed money from a
bank

e Money will have to be
repaid

e Usually requires a separate
application & decisions are
based on credit-worthiness

e You EARN the money
through working part-time
on or off campus.

e Offered amounts can vary by
school

Visit the Financial Aid Office
websites to learn more




College Corps

A California program.

You can earn money by
helping to solve problems in
your communities.

Money Highlights!

A $7,000 Stipend (paid
monthly throughout the
academic year)

A $3,000 Education Award
for school expenses after
completing 450 hours of
service







Financial Aid
is MONEY!
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Each year until you

isyie || LG L0
meet the priority filing Submitted

period of"
October 1st - March
2nd

If you can avoid it, don't
apply late.
If you apply late, you risk not
being considered for certain
types of aid.




Filing Period Exception for

2025-2026 FAFSE

Priority Filing Period: December 1, 2024 - March 3, 2025

-24 Mid Oct - Nov

FASFA will be open to . . |
Sited ssers & 2 few Application access will Access will be granted
gradwvally be increased .;
schools for beta testing to all users

to more vsers

expected to follow the same ,
timeline.




FAFSA Website

€@ FAFSA® 2025-26 Coming Soon

The 2025-26 FAFSA form is currently in a limited beta. Only a select number of people have been invited to participate in the beta. Full
access 1s coming soon. Learn more

BE  An official website of the United States government. Help Center Submit a Complaint English | Espaficl

FederalStudentAid

FAFSA® Form ~ Loans and Grants Loan Repayment ~ Loan Forgiveness O\

FAFSA® 2025-26 Coming Soon

We're working to launch the new 2025-26 FAFSA form. Learn ®
more about the new form timeline.

Need the 202425 FAFSA form? ,\ P

Log In To Start a New Form Log In To Edit Existing Forms - =

form

www.studentaid.gov | www.fafsa.gov

CSuU

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, DOMINGUEZ HILLS




California Student Aid Commission (CSAC) and
CA Dream Act Application Websites

CALIEFORNIA Login v ContactUs English ~ SearchQ i
. STUDENT AID VOTE

D COMMISSION CALIFORNIA &4

STUDENTS SCHOOLS & COUNSELORS PROGRAMS DATA & REPORTS OUTREACH & MATERIALS NEWS & EVENTS ABOUT
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www.csac.ca.gov | dream.csac.ca.gov

CSuU

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, DOMINGUEZ HILLS
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e Federal Grants may be used
at any college nation-wide

The types of aid include:
e Grants (free money)
e Scholarships (free
money)
e Loans (must repay)
* Work-study and

e Loans & Federal Work-
study may be used at any
college nation-wide

e But, Cal Grant, MCS, CSU,

College Corps and UC state aid funds may
programs (you earn funds only be used in California
thru working or volunteer

activities)

IN @(\/Ul Show Me the Money! .. /v

e \/isit the Financial Aid &
Scholarship websites
for your schools of

interests

e Signup for a FREE
Scholarship Search
engine to help make your
searching easier!



Remember the Online T

Who counts as a parent on the FAFSA® 1

form?

A student may need to ask their parent(s) to provide
information on their FAFSA form based on the student’s
dependency status.

This tool helps determine which parent(s) should participate in o E] S ISR e NP
a student's FAFSA form.

Federal StudentAid FAFSA® Form v

Loans and Grants ~ Loan Repayment - Loan Forgiveness ~ Logn | Create Account Q

E] Federal Student Aid Estimator

:::“":':“: 2¢ L3043 .E.:". Our Federal Student Aid Estimator provides an estimate of how much federal student aid the
" S99 2009 L 1] LI LIl ll] ae

22 . 2020, L1%, . PUReT NGRR B student may be eligible to receive. These estimates are based on the Student Aid Index (SAT), an

3385, Tedats®l [tealenltTel of %200 index number used to determine federal student aid eligibility.
L] L BN

@ M I T = @:- This Is Not the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) Form

With this tool, students can find out how much federal student aid they may be eligible for in the 2025-26 award year.

To apply for financial aid, complete the FAFSA® form.

CSuU

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, DOMINGUEZ HILLS




FAFSA Prototype

FAFSA -:

FORM

2025-26

Last Updated on 9/3/2024

The 2025-26 FAFSA Prototype URL

https://fsapartners.ed.gov/fafsa-prototype/2526

Access Code: prototype2526



https://iibwfh.axshare.com/fafsa_preview_landing.html?path=fafsa_preview_landing.html

That's All Folks!

this information
helped!

Created by: Rhoda Posey, Financial Literacy & Loan
Default Coordinator

CSUDH Financial Aid & Scholarships Office

1000 E. Victoria Street

Welch Hall 245 OR Codle for the L’SUD:J imancial Aid &
Carson, CA 90747 scholarships Office Website
Phone: (310) 243-3691

www.csudh.edu/financial-aid csu

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, DOMINGUEZ HILLS
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https://www.csudh.edu/financial-aid/

