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What, When, How?What, When, How?

What is Student Financial Aid?What is Student Financial Aid?
When Should I Apply?When Should I Apply?

How do I Apply?How do I Apply?



What is Student Financial Aid?What is Student Financial Aid?

Student Financial Aid isStudent Financial Aid is
MONEY!MONEY!

This money is offered toThis money is offered to
you to help pay for youryou to help pay for your
educational & personaleducational & personal

expenses while inexpenses while in
college.college.

What expenses will you have?What expenses will you have?
Classes (tuition & fees)Classes (tuition & fees)

Books & SuppliesBooks & Supplies
Food & HousingFood & Housing

Personal expensesPersonal expenses
Gas, Cell phone, etc.Gas, Cell phone, etc.



When Should I Apply?When Should I Apply?

During during theDuring during the
Fall ofFall of    your senioryour senior

year!year!

The Priority FilingThe Priority Filing
Period is usually:Period is usually:
October 1st thruOctober 1st thru  

March 2ndMarch 2nd

You must You must RE-APPLYRE-APPLY for each for each
new academic year until younew academic year until you
graduate with your degree!graduate with your degree!

It’s the sameIt’s the same  
Priority Filing Period:Priority Filing Period:  

October 1st - March 2ndOctober 1st - March 2nd

FALLFALL



Applicants who areApplicants who are

undocumented & meet theundocumented & meet the

AB540 requirements mayAB540 requirements may

submit a CADAA applicationsubmit a CADAA application

www.dream.csac.ca.govwww.dream.csac.ca.gov

How do I apply?How do I apply?

You will apply onlineYou will apply online

using your PC, laptop,using your PC, laptop,

iPad or tablet, oriPad or tablet, or  

cell phonecell phone

Applicants who are U.S.Applicants who are U.S.

Citizens or eligible non-Citizens or eligible non-

citizens will submitcitizens will submit    aa  

Free Application forFree Application for  

Federal Student AidFederal Student Aid

FAFSAFAFSA
CA Dream ActCA Dream Act

Application (CADAA)Application (CADAA)ONLINEONLINE

YouTube Video on What is FAFSA?YouTube Video on What is FAFSA? California Student Aid Commission WebsiteCalifornia Student Aid Commission Website

https://dream.csac.ca.gov/landing
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


FAFSA WebsiteFAFSA Website

www.studentaid.gov | www.fafsa.govwww.studentaid.gov | www.fafsa.gov



California Student Aid Commission (CSAC) andCalifornia Student Aid Commission (CSAC) and
CA Dream Act Application WebsitesCA Dream Act Application Websites

www.csac.ca.gov | dream.csac.ca.govwww.csac.ca.gov | dream.csac.ca.gov



Filing Period Exception forFiling Period Exception for
2025-2026 FAFSA2025-2026 FAFSA

Priority Filing Period: December 1, 2024 - March 3, 2025Priority Filing Period: December 1, 2024 - March 3, 2025

FASFA will be open toFASFA will be open to
limited users & a fewlimited users & a few

schools for beta testingschools for beta testing

Application access willApplication access will
graduallygradually be increased be increased

to more usersto more users

FULL LAUNCH!FULL LAUNCH!
Access will be grantedAccess will be granted

to all usersto all users
nationwide.nationwide.

CA Dream Act Application isCA Dream Act Application is
expected to follow the sameexpected to follow the same

timeline.timeline.

Oct 1, 2024Oct 1, 2024 Mid Oct - NovMid Oct - Nov Dec 1, 2024Dec 1, 2024



Application Filing Period ExampleApplication Filing Period Example

yty

Financial Aid YearFinancial Aid Year GOAL?GOAL?Priority Filing PeriodPriority Filing Period

2025-20262025-2026
August 2025 - June 2026August 2025 - June 2026

Oct 1, 2024 - March 3, 2025Oct 1, 2024 - March 3, 2025
(because March 2 is a Sunday)(because March 2 is a Sunday)

  Apply before yourApply before your  
freshman year.freshman year.

You will be applying for college and financial aid during your senior year.You will be applying for college and financial aid during your senior year.
Then, you must remember to Then, you must remember to re-applyre-apply for financial aid  for financial aid each yeareach year  

until you graduate with your degree.until you graduate with your degree.

2026-20272026-2027
August 2026- June 2027August 2026- June 2027 Oct 1, 2025 - March 2, 2026Oct 1, 2025 - March 2, 2026

2027-20282027-2028
August 2027 - June 2028August 2027 - June 2028 Oct 1, 2026 - March 2, 2027Oct 1, 2026 - March 2, 2027

Apply before yourApply before your  
sophomore year!sophomore year!

Apply before yourApply before your  
junior year!junior year!



What will you need forWhat will you need for  
the FAFSA?the FAFSA?

You and your parent willYou and your parent will

each need your owneach need your own

individual FSAID usernameindividual FSAID username

& password& password

Must create using Must create using differentdifferent

email addressesemail addresses

Step 1:Step 1: Students complete Students complete

their section & enter parenttheir section & enter parent

name, DOB, SSN, emailname, DOB, SSN, email

Step 2: Step 2: Parents will receive anParents will receive an

email email “Invite”“Invite”  to completeto complete

their sectiontheir section

Everyone must provide his/herEveryone must provide his/her

CONSENTCONSENT  to have their IRS orto have their IRS or

Federal Tax Information (FTI)Federal Tax Information (FTI)

usedused

For For 2025-20262025-2026, income tax data, income tax data

from from 2023 2023 will be reported.will be reported.

EvenEven  non-filers non-filers must providemust provide

consentconsent

FSA ID Username &FSA ID Username &
PasswordPassword

The Invite ProcessThe Invite Process Provide Consent toProvide Consent to
use IRS Datause IRS Data



Important Questions to AddressImportant Questions to Address

Then, the student will not beThen, the student will not be

considered for financial aid funds.considered for financial aid funds.

No consideration for federalNo consideration for federal

grants.grants.

No consideration for stateNo consideration for state  

grants.grants.

Student may request to beStudent may request to be
offered a Direct Unsubsidizedoffered a Direct Unsubsidized
Loan onlyLoan only

This is the loan thatThis is the loan that
accrues interestaccrues interest

Student will need to consultStudent will need to consult
with the Financial Aid Officewith the Financial Aid Office
for further assistance.for further assistance.

What happens if ConsentWhat happens if Consent  
is not authorized by student oris not authorized by student or

parent?parent?

What if a parent isWhat if a parent is
Unwilling to provideUnwilling to provide

“Consent?”“Consent?”

Who is considered aWho is considered a
parent?parent?

AA

BBiological or Adoptive Parentiological or Adoptive Parent

Who Who is notis not considered a parent? considered a parent?

Grandparents | Foster ParentsGrandparents | Foster Parents
Legal GuardiansLegal Guardians
Aunts or UnclesAunts or Uncles
Brother or SisterBrother or Sister



RE: Divorced or Separated ParentsRE: Divorced or Separated Parents

There is a FAFSA Tool that can help.There is a FAFSA Tool that can help.Who’s Info should youWho’s Info should you
provide?provide?

The parent that contributes mostThe parent that contributes most
to the student’s living expenses isto the student’s living expenses is

the parent that will contributethe parent that will contribute
their information to the student’stheir information to the student’s

FAFSA.FAFSA.  

No longer the parent that theNo longer the parent that the
student lives with.student lives with.  

https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-
apply/parentsapply/parents

https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents
https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents


  Now, a few quick tips!Now, a few quick tips!



Financial Aid Applications submittedFinancial Aid Applications submitted  
afterafter March Priority Filing Deadline March Priority Filing Deadline  

will still be processed for aid consideration.will still be processed for aid consideration.

However,However,

If you apply late,If you apply late, you may  you may miss outmiss out on receiving some on receiving some
types of financial aid funds.types of financial aid funds.

  Tip #1Tip #1



Until you graduate,Until you graduate,  
alwaysalways  submit yoursubmit your
renewal applicationrenewal application

betweenbetween  
October 1st -October 1st -
March 2nd!March 2nd!

  Tip #2Tip #2
I think I want to

transfer to a
different school.

I’m tired, I
need a break

GRAD school,
well, I’m not

sure yet.

I didn’t get any
free grant

money last time.

No matter what you
No matter what you

may be thinking at the
may be thinking at the

time......time......



Because,Because,  
If you change your mind about continuing with your degree pursuitsIf you change your mind about continuing with your degree pursuits

yyour Financial Aid application will have our Financial Aid application will have alreadyalready been submitted. been submitted.    

WHY?WHY?

Therefore, your financial aid eligibility will be determined asTherefore, your financial aid eligibility will be determined as  
an “an “ON-TIMEON-TIME” applicant as opposed to a “” applicant as opposed to a “LATELATE” applicant!” applicant!  



  Tip #3 - Common Mistakes to AvoidTip #3 - Common Mistakes to Avoid

Students should be Students should be avoidavoid  reporting their parent’sreporting their parent’s 2023  2023 incomeincome as  as theirtheir

incomeincome..

Miss reporting the Miss reporting the Family SizeFamily Size (formerly the Household size) if prompted (formerly the Household size) if prompted

to provide it.to provide it.

Avoid Avoid reporting a dollar amount under the “reporting a dollar amount under the “Foreign Income ExclusionForeign Income Exclusion””

question if you or your parent did not earn any foreign income.question if you or your parent did not earn any foreign income.

Don’t scroll. Read. Take your time.Don’t scroll. Read. Take your time.



Federal Student Aid Estimator!Federal Student Aid Estimator!

Here’s Another Tool!Here’s Another Tool!

https://studentaid.gov/aid-estimator/https://studentaid.gov/aid-estimator/

https://studentaid.gov/aid-estimator/


Unusual CircumstancesUnusual Circumstances
Let’s Briefly DiscussLet’s Briefly Discuss



Unusual CircumstancesUnusual Circumstances
Conditions that can justify an making an adjustment to a student’s statusConditions that can justify an making an adjustment to a student’s status  

based on a unique situationbased on a unique situation..

Initial Initial application requires the application requires the 20232023

income & Federal Tax Info (FTI)income & Federal Tax Info (FTI)

However, if the However, if the 2024 income or2024 income or

2025 income 2025 income will be less, studentwill be less, student

or parent can submit an or parent can submit an “Income“Income

Adjustment Appeal”Adjustment Appeal” to the to the

Financial Aid Office.Financial Aid Office.

FYI, these appeals are not submittedFYI, these appeals are not submitted

to the Dept of Education.to the Dept of Education.

Death or Serious IllnessDeath or Serious Illness

Additional ExpensesAdditional Expenses that are not that are not

included in Cost of Attendanceincluded in Cost of Attendance

BudgetBudget

Action:Action:  Contact the Financial Aid OfficeContact the Financial Aid Office

to discuss & receive assistanceto discuss & receive assistance

Loss or Reduction ofLoss or Reduction of
IncomeIncome

Other Unusual orOther Unusual or
Special CircumstanceSpecial Circumstance

DependencyDependency  
OverrideOverride

Parental abandonment, or whereParental abandonment, or where

parental contact pparental contact poses a risk.oses a risk.

Not allowedNot allowed for students th for students that at movedmoved

outout (or) (or) parents just refuse parents just refuse to provide to provide

their information.their information.

Decisions Decisions are made on a are made on a case-by-casecase-by-case

basisbasis and must be substantiated with and must be substantiated with

supporting documentation.supporting documentation.



Show Me the Money!Show Me the Money!
What Types of Aid Are OfferedWhat Types of Aid Are Offered

& How Much?& How Much?



Types of Financial AidTypes of Financial Aid

CSUDH Financial Aid OfficeCSUDH Financial Aid Office  
Types of Aid Types of Aid webpagewebpage



Types of Aid CategoriesTypes of Aid Categories
GRANTSGRANTS

FreeFree money you don’t money you don’t
have to repayhave to repay

SCHOLARSHIPSSCHOLARSHIPS
Free Free money you don’tmoney you don’t

have to repayhave to repay

LOANS & WORKLOANS & WORK
ProgramsPrograms  

State GrantsState Grants

Federal GrantsFederal Grants

Institutional Grants fromInstitutional Grants from
the college or universitythe college or university

Institutional ScholarshipsInstitutional Scholarships

Private ScholarshipsPrivate Scholarships

Scholarships usuallyScholarships usually
require a separaterequire a separate

applicationapplication

Federal LoansFederal Loans  

Private LoansPrivate Loans

Work-study & CollegeWork-study & College
CorpsCorps



GRANTSGRANTS  
Current Year - Current Year - 2024-2025 Award Amounts2024-2025 Award Amounts

Federal GrantsFederal Grants CAL GRANTS A & BCAL GRANTS A & B
May be used in California onlyMay be used in California only

CSUCSU  
State University GrantState University Grant

$6,084$6,084
For Cal State UniversitiesFor Cal State Universities

(CSU’s)(CSU’s)

$14,436$14,436  
For University of CaliforniaFor University of California

(UC’s)(UC’s)

    $6,084 $6,084 for CSU campusesfor CSU campuses

This grant helps to cover theThis grant helps to cover the
tuition fee just like the Caltuition fee just like the Cal

Grant awards do.Grant awards do.

Cal Grant awards helpCal Grant awards help
cover the cover the tuitiontuition fees at fees at
CSUs and UCsCSUs and UCs

Side Note forSide Note for UC’s: UC’s:  
They offer theThey offer the  

Blue & Gold Opportunity PlanBlue & Gold Opportunity Plan  
to help students pay theto help students pay the

systemwidesystemwide    tuition & feestuition & fees

Federal grants may beFederal grants may be
used at any school youused at any school you
attend.attend.

SEOG Grant $1,000 - $4,000SEOG Grant $1,000 - $4,000

TEACH Grant $4,000TEACH Grant $4,000  

Pell Grant $0 - $7,395Pell Grant $0 - $7,395



BasicBasic
RequirementsRequirements

Must apply on-timeMust apply on-time

Must be a CA resident andMust be a CA resident and
attend a UC or CSUattend a UC or CSU

Must meet the incomeMust meet the income
requirementsrequirements

Middle-Class Scholarship (MCS)Middle-Class Scholarship (MCS)
Offered by the California Student Aid Commission (CSAC)Offered by the California Student Aid Commission (CSAC)

About MCSAbout MCS

No separate application isNo separate application is
requiredrequired

Just the FAFSA or CADAAJust the FAFSA or CADAA
applicationapplication

Award amounts can varyAward amounts can vary  

For moreFor more
informationinformation

Visit the website for theVisit the website for the  
California Student Aid CommissionCalifornia Student Aid Commission

(CSAC)(CSAC)  



ScholarshipsScholarships
Institutional & PrivateInstitutional & Private

InstitutionalInstitutional PrivatePrivate

Sources & OrganizationsSources & Organizations  
will vary.will vary.

Millions of dollars go unclaimedMillions of dollars go unclaimed
each year because studentseach year because students

don’t apply.don’t apply.

Amounts will vary.Amounts will vary.

Most college & universitiesMost college & universities

offer a variety of scholarships:offer a variety of scholarships:

New studentNew student scholarships scholarships

DepartmentDepartment Scholarships Scholarships

Scholarships for Scholarships for returningreturning

studentsstudents

Amounts will vary.Amounts will vary.

SuggestionsSuggestions  

Visit the websites of the FinancialVisit the websites of the Financial
Aid & Scholarship Offices forAid & Scholarship Offices for    youryour
schools of interest.schools of interest.    

Use a Use a FREEFREE  scholarship searchscholarship search

engineengine to manage your searches to manage your searches

including, but not limited to:including, but not limited to:

www.scholarships.comwww.scholarships.com

College Board Big FutureCollege Board Big Future

SallieMae.com/scholarships/SallieMae.com/scholarships/

https://www.scholarships.com/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/scholarships-grants-loans/basics/how-to-find-and-apply-for-scholarships
https://www.salliemae.com/scholarships/


BorrowedBorrowed money from a money from a
bankbank

Money will have to beMoney will have to be
repaidrepaid

Usually requires a separateUsually requires a separate
application & decisions areapplication & decisions are
based on credit-worthinessbased on credit-worthiness

Loans & Work-StudyLoans & Work-Study

Federal LoansFederal Loans
PrivatePrivate

Educational LoansEducational Loans Federal Work-StudyFederal Work-Study
ProgramProgram

Offered to Offered to FAFSA FAFSA applicantsapplicants
only; dollar amounts basedonly; dollar amounts based
on grade levelon grade level  

Students Students are not requiredare not required to to
borrowborrow

Any money borrowed,Any money borrowed,    mustmust
be repaidbe repaid

LenderLender is the US is the US
Department of EducationDepartment of Education

Amounts VaryAmounts Vary

Offered amounts can vary byOffered amounts can vary by
schoolschool

You You EARN EARN the moneythe money
through through working part-timeworking part-time
on or off campus.on or off campus.

Visit the Financial Aid OfficeVisit the Financial Aid Office
websites to learn morewebsites to learn more



College Corp ProgramCollege Corp Program
College CorpsCollege Corps How to Learn More?How to Learn More?

A California program.A California program.

You can earn money byYou can earn money by
helping to solve problems inhelping to solve problems in

your communities.your communities.

CollegeCollege
CorpsCorps

A A $7,000 Stipend$7,000 Stipend (paid (paid

monthly throughout themonthly throughout the

academic year)academic year)

A A $3,000$3,000 Education Award Education Award

for school expenses afterfor school expenses after

completing completing 450 hours of450 hours of
serviceservice

Money Highlights!Money Highlights!



Let’s recap what weLet’s recap what we
covered!covered!



Each year until youEach year until you
graduate, try to graduate, try to alwaysalways
meet meet the priority filingthe priority filing

period of:period of:  
October 1st - MarchOctober 1st - March

2nd2nd

IIf you can avoid it, don’tf you can avoid it, don’t
apply late.apply late.

If you apply late, you risk notIf you apply late, you risk not
being considered for certainbeing considered for certain

types of aid.types of aid.

What, When, How?What, When, How?

Financial AidFinancial Aid
is MONEY!is MONEY!

FAFSA & CADAAFAFSA & CADAA
applications areapplications are

submittedsubmitted  
onlineonline



Filing Period Exception forFiling Period Exception for
2025-2026 FAFSA2025-2026 FAFSA

Priority Filing Period: December 1, 2024 - March 3, 2025Priority Filing Period: December 1, 2024 - March 3, 2025

FASFA will be open toFASFA will be open to
limited users & a fewlimited users & a few

schools for beta testingschools for beta testing

Application access willApplication access will
graduallygradually be increased be increased

to more usersto more users

FULL LAUNCH!FULL LAUNCH!
Access will be grantedAccess will be granted

to all usersto all users
nationwide.nationwide.

CA Dream Act Application isCA Dream Act Application is
expected to follow the sameexpected to follow the same

timeline.timeline.

Oct 1, 2024Oct 1, 2024 Mid Oct - NovMid Oct - Nov Dec 1, 2024Dec 1, 2024



FAFSA WebsiteFAFSA Website

www.studentaid.gov | www.fafsa.govwww.studentaid.gov | www.fafsa.gov



California Student Aid Commission (CSAC) andCalifornia Student Aid Commission (CSAC) and
CA Dream Act Application WebsitesCA Dream Act Application Websites

www.csac.ca.gov | dream.csac.ca.govwww.csac.ca.gov | dream.csac.ca.gov



Show Me the Money!Show Me the Money!

Federal Grants Federal Grants may be usedmay be used
at any college at any college nation-widenation-wide

Loans & Federal Work-Loans & Federal Work-
studystudy may be used at any may be used at any
college college nation-widenation-wide

But,But,  Cal Grant, MCS, CSU,Cal Grant, MCS, CSU,
and UC state aid and UC state aid funds mayfunds may
only be used inonly be used in  CaliforniaCalifornia

The types of aid include:The types of aid include:
GrantsGrants ( (free moneyfree money))
ScholarshipsScholarships ( (freefree
moneymoney))
LoansLoans ( (must repaymust repay))
Work-study andWork-study and
College CorpsCollege Corps
programs (programs (you earn fundsyou earn funds
thru working or volunteerthru working or volunteer
activities)activities)

Visit the Visit the Financial Aid &Financial Aid &
Scholarship websitesScholarship websites
for your for your schools ofschools of
interestsinterests

Sign Sign up for a up for a FREEFREE
Scholarship SearchScholarship Search
engine engine to help make yourto help make your
searching easier!searching easier!



Remember the Online ToolsRemember the Online Tools



FAFSA PrototypeFAFSA Prototype

The 2025–26 FAFSA Prototype URL

https://fsapartners.ed.gov/fafsa-prototype/2526

Access Code: prototype2526

https://iibwfh.axshare.com/fafsa_preview_landing.html?path=fafsa_preview_landing.html


That’s All Folks!That’s All Folks!
Hoped this informationHoped this information

helped!helped!

Created by: Rhoda Posey, Financial Literacy & LoanCreated by: Rhoda Posey, Financial Literacy & Loan
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QR Code for the CSUDH Financial Aid &QR Code for the CSUDH Financial Aid &
Scholarships Office WebsiteScholarships Office Website

https://www.csudh.edu/financial-aid/

