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In the last several decades the Donald R. and Beverly J. Gerth
Archives and Special Collections at California State University,
Dominguez Hills (CSUDH) has made archival and special collections
materials, rare books, digital content, and primary source materials
available to students and scholars through access to a unique
grouping of collections, highlighted in this brochure.
The Gerth Archives
and Special Collections
supports the CSUDH mission by:

CONTACT US

• providing information that documents and
promotes the university mission
• preserving essential administrative and historical
evidence of the university
• supporting teaching and enhancing the curriculum
through archives acquisitions and instruction
• supporting the research of the faculty, students,
and other scholars

VISIT US

Images in this brochure are located in Gerth Archives.
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Ph: (310) 243-3895
Em: archives@csudh.edu

Gerth Archives and Special Collections
University Library 5039
California State University Dominguez Hills
1000 East Victoria Street
Carson, CA 90747

HOURS:

9:00 am - 4:30 pm, Monday - Friday or by
appointment

CSU DOMINGUEZ HILLS
UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY
(CSU) ARCHIVES

The CSUDH University Archives serves as
the institutional memory of the campus with
materials relating to CSUDH Presidents, the
Academic Senate, academic departments, student
experiences, and establishment of the university.
The CSUDH Archives also contains materials that
chronicle the history of the campus—from its
origin as South Bay State in 1960 and the original
A. Quincy Jones plans for the site on the Palos
Verdes Peninsula that was later abandoned, to its
current name and location in Carson in 1966.

The CSU System was brought together by
the Master Plan for Higher Education in 1960.
The Dominguez Hills campus was designated
as the System’s archival repository in 1979. As
each of the CSU campuses has its own campus
archives, the CSU Board of Trustees designated
the CSU Archives as the repository for materials
of system-wide importance. The CSU System
Archives consists of documents, oral histories,
minutes, memos, and reports of the CSU System,
includes records of the Board of Trustees, Office
of the Chancellor, Academic Senate, the Master
Plan for Higher Education, and other offices and
committees.

REPOSITORY HIGHLIGHTS

• Papers of CSUDH presidents

• Campus Master Plan and Site Selection Collection and
A. Quincy Jones (architect) Papers
• Photography collections and video collections
generated by campus media relations

• Papers relating to the establishment of ethnic or area
studies on campus

REPOSITORY HIGHLIGHTS

• Over 16,000 items including publications, catalogs,
reports, photographs and news bulletins

• Papers of the Chancellors of the CSU System including
Glenn Dumke
• Record groups relating to pre-1960 system campuses,
the creation of the CSU system and, 1960s activism
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CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY
JAPANESE AMERICAN DIGITAL
COLLECTION (CSUJAD)
The CSUJAD project, founded and headquartered
at the Gerth Archives and Special Collections, is
the largest contributor of content to the project.
Several awarded grants have supported the
planning and implementation of this project
including funds from the National Endowment
for the Humanities (NEH), the National Park
Service’s Japanese American Confinement Site
(JACS) program, the Haynes Foundation, and the
California Civil Liberties Public Education Program
(CCLPEP). The project has 10,000 records as of
2017 and expects to double that number.
The leading collections come from the
department’s Asian-Pacific Studies Collection,
documenting Japanese Americans’ forced removal
and incarceration during World War II, the Rancho
San Pedro Collection with records of land lease
agreements to Japanese farmers in the South Bay,
the Mochizuki Collection, with materials relating
to the internment of Japanese-Peruvians in the
United States, and a variety of Japanese American
family collections.

The CSUJAD project now has over twenty-two
contributing archives, from both the California
State University System, other universities,
and local cultural heritage repositories. The
project features photographs, correspondence,
government documents, oral histories, camp
newsletters, and other materials relating to the
incarceration of Japanese Americans during
World War II. Touching on a wide range of topics,
including many camps and the effects of the
earlier Alien Land Acts, the CSUJAD collections
bring together disparate local collections into
one website to form a collection of national
importance.
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DIGITAL
COLLECTIONS

This project was funded, in part, by a grant from the National
Park Service, Japanese American Confinement Site Grant
Program and the National Endowment for the Humanities.

The CSU Dominguez Hills
Digital Collections contain
representative digitized
images of photographs,
documents, and other
materials illustrating
the history of the South
Bay region, the Rancho
San Pedro families
and businesses, and
California State University
Dominguez Hills. Other
important primary resource
collections include the
1910 International Air
Meet, Long Beach Fire
Department history, the
James Osborne South
Bay Collection, and
Tradeswomen Collection.
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RARE BOOK COLLECTIONS
The Rare Book Collections consist of published
material that is considered unique or rare. Many of
the collections are focused on specific and specialized
topics or time periods. Collections, such as the local
history collection, and Zamorano 80 and Zamorano
Select collections, consist of publications regarding
California, Los Angeles and Compton history, with
the local history collection focusing on the South Bay
of Los Angeles.
Other book collections
include output from BoniLiveright Publishers (19151930), late 19th/early
20th century bestsellers,
pulp paperbacks,
World War II pocket
paperbacks, as well as
collections of materials
on Latin and South
America, aviation and
railroad history, social
justice, and politics.
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COLLECTION HIGHLIGHTS

• The John Ahouse Upton Sinclair
Collection features hundreds
of Sinclair books, pamphlets,
ephemera and other items
relating to Sinclair’s long career
in the literary, socialist and
political world.
• The Alfred and Bernice
Ligon Aquarian Collection
consists of books on African
American history and culture,
metaphysics, occultism and
black gnostic studies.

• The Glen Schwendemann
Collection includes nearly 500
books dating from the 16th
century to the 20th century.
Topics in the collection cover a
wide range, including European
expeditions of the Arctic, Africa,
South America and Tibet;
ancient history; excavations and
travel memoirs.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
Special Collections materials, consisting of personal and
organizational collections, relate to the history of South Bay
Los Angeles and California. Holdings include records
of the Rancho San Pedro, the Dominguez Family
businesses, the Asian Pacific History Collection,
and materials relating to the historic 1910 Los Angeles
International Aviation Meet.

COLLECTIONS HIGHLIGHTS

• Tradeswomen Collections contain photographs,
documents, and other material that relate to women
working in construction and other non-traditional fields
in Southern California, nationally, and around the world.
Collections within the Tradeswomen archives include:
Vivian Price Collection, Lynn Shaw Collection, Oregon
Tradeswomen Collection, Pat Williams Collection,
Madeline Mixer Collection, and others.

• The Georgia and Nolan Payton Archive of Sacred Music
consists of materials relating to the legacy of African
Diaspora musicians, composers and performers
including Albert McNeil, Don Lee White, Jester Hairston,
Hansonia Caldwell, and the Shambray Chorale.

• Rancho San Pedro Collection comprises records of the
business, water, and real estate companies established
by Dominguez heirs in and around the Los Angeles area.

• Glenn M. Anderson papers (430 linear ft.) of the former
California Congressman with extensive materials
about the South Bay Los Angeles transportation issues
including the Watts Rebellion, highways and the Port
of Los Angeles.
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DONATING YOUR MATERIALS
TO THE GERTH ARCHIVES
& SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
Is your history gathering dust in your attic
or garage? The Archives is looking for it!
The Gerth Archives and Special Collections
collects materials related to the South Bay of
Los Angeles’ diverse populations. Materials
related to other topics—including politics, the
environment, music, social movements, conflict
resolution, tradeswomen, Upton Sinclair and
materials documenting a wide variety of topics
will be considered for addition to the Archives.
The department seeks to collect in subject areas
across a wide range of academic disciplines
that receive substantial and sustained attention
within the University community. As such, the
Archives collects correspondence, diaries,
photos, organizational archives, and born
digital items or materials to support academic
programs at CSUDH.
Please contact us if you are interested
in donating to the Archives at: (310) 243-3013.
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ONLINE RESOURCES:

Gerth Archives and Special Collections
Home Page
http://archives.csudh.edu

Digital Collections Home Page

http://digitalcollections.archives.csudh.edu

California State University
Japanese American History Digitization Project
http://csujad.com

Library Home Page

http://library.csudh.edu

CSUDH Home Page

http://www.csudh.edu

Nearly 150 CSUDH
& CSU System Archival Finding Aids:

http://www.oac.cdlib.org/institutions/Calif
ornia+State+University,+Dominguez+Hills

