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The United States has a diverse population, largely composed of waves of immigrant groups over the centuries and a native American 
population. Unfortunately, the United States is not as united as its name suggests.  The racial and social injustices that have historically 
characterized this nation of people from many cultural backgrounds persist and continue to marginalize and oppress historically 
marginalized peoples.  Based on the premise that our public university was one of the most compositionally diverse student bodies 
nationwide is the natural place to make systemic change, “It Takes a Village” (ITAV) was created in Summer 2020.
This poster will review the perceptions of CSUDH affiliates and share the resources available to help address the racial and societal 
discrimination experienced by individuals within the Black/African American & African diaspora descended community on the CSUDH 
campus. It describes the inception, creation and progress of “It Takes a Village’’ (ITAV) during the 2020-2021 academic year.  A 
direct-action response to the heightened racial violence and murders of Black Americans, ITAV’s goal is to provide “brave spaces’’ within 
academia for these courageous conversations. This program also served as a high impact co-curricular experiential educational 
opportunity for undergraduate student leaders and MA level health and clinical psychology students completing their practicum in 
Clinical-Community Psychology.

Co-created and sponsored by students, faculty, staff, and administration, the Executive Academic Senate Executive including President 
Thomas A. Parham, and academic affinity groups--Associated Students, Inc., Toro Dreamer Success Center, Rose Black Resource 
Center, Veterans Resource Center, and the Positive Psychology Lab-- the discussion series was created to activate awareness of racial 
injustices on campus, and to offer tools, theories,  and processes for redressing and proactively preventing harm, especially within the 
classroom and curriculum. This presentation will share the ITAV experiences and growth in and from its participation in these discussion 
and action forums on systemic racism. The presentation will also review the Anti-Racism Toolkit curated by Toro Joshua-Zion Hunter with 
reading recommendations from staff & faculty.

Fall 2020 Q & A Panel- https://youtu.be/LPWUGGrLs4I

February 2021 “It Takes A Village: Opening Your Hearts to Courageous Conversations”
Event - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6BbZwTjNqe4

https://youtu.be/LPWUGGrLs4I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6BbZwTjNqe4





