DP  Shot Checklist
1. Aspect Ratio – first set the aspect ratio for the DVX camcorder to “Squeeze”.  Never set this camera to 4x3 or 16x9 aspect ratio.  Set the Display function on the camera to 16x9.  Set the Sony CRT Monitor switch in the back to 16x9.
2. Scan Mode – shoot ALL footage for a project in either 24P (F5) or 60i (F1).  Do not mix progressive with interlace scan modes in a project!
3. Exposure - did I find the threshold of the zebras before setting my f/stop?  Does the exposure stay the same throughout the entire zoom, pan, or tilt?  Am I making a note of the f/stop I’m using?

4. Critical Focus - did I preset the focus (zoom all the way in) on subject first ....before zooming out to frame my shot?  

5. White in the Shot Composition - do I have white sky, white sidewalk, white wall, or white clothing in my shot?  Can it be avoided or removed?  Can I tone down a white background with a party gel?

6. Color Quality -  am I using the proper camera filter setting?  Did I properly white balance and black balance the camera?  Am I using the Color CRT Monitor to check for proper color quality in the shot.  Did I first normalize the control knobs on the Color CRT Monitor?

7. Framing - do I have the proper: a) Head Room, b) Chin Room, c) Nose Room, d) Rear Room, and e) Lower Thirds Room?  Am I bisecting ears?  Am I framing the shot for objects instead of the talent?  If so, can I rearrange the objects to accommodate the talent’s framing needs?  Am I breaking the 180 Rule by crossing the line (taking the camera backstage)?

8. Unnatural Cut Off - am I cutting off my shot at the:  a) Feet, b) Knees, c) Waist, d) Beheaded head on a platter?  Am I equally splitting head and toe room on a LS of the talent?

9. Bad Mixes - am I mixing: a) Sun and Shade; b) Indoor and Outdoor Light, c) Artificial Light sources that have different color temperatures such as tungsten with incandescent, or tungsten with florescent?

10. Lens Flare - am I getting a lens flare from the sun or a back light in my shot?  Am I checking the Color CRT Monitor closely for flares?  Can I elevate my lights, barn door the lights, or shade or flag the camera to prevent it?

11. Light Spill - are my key and fill light spilling onto my background?  Is my back light spilling onto my background or my talent’s face?  Can I close the barn doors more on my lights?  Can I elevate my lights more on their stands and angle them more downward to prevent spill?

12. Zoom - am I tilting up as I zoom in, tilting down as I zoom out, and always keeping the top of my frame with the same “head room” throughout the zoom?

13. Pan/Tilt - am I getting from “Meaningful Point A” to “Meaningful Point B” as quickly and smoothly as possible using a soft take off and a soft landing?  Am I going past the punch line of the shot?

14. Tracking Shot - did I split the screen in half, center the talent in the rear half, and then keep my nose room and rear room consistent throughout the tracking movement?  Am I dancing with the moving subject like a radar?

15. Time Code Setting - do I need to “Preset” the Time Code for a new tape or “Jam-Sync” the Time Code to a previously recorded tape?  Have I parked the tape on good time code at the end of the last scene recorded before jam-syncing?  Will I be accidentally recording over any previous shots?  Do I want drop frame (DF) or (NDF) mode?

16. Rolling Tape - have I recorded 30 sec of Color Bars at the start of the tape?  Will I be recording at least 5 sec of leader before the shot, and 5 sec of tail after the shot to use as handles when importing, or jam-syncing to the shot?

