Split Edit on Avid





(A "Split Edit" is the term we use to refer to an edit in which the audio and video from a clip come in at different points on the Timeline.  In other words, we hear the audio of the clip first, then see the accompanying video of the clip later.  On typical edits, the audio and video of the clip appear at the exact same time which is referred to as a "guillotine cut" because it is very abrupt and "choppy".  Edits can be made smoother and softer by having the new audio and video come in at different times on the timeline by using the "split edit" technique.  Split edits can also help you solve “continuity” problems in your editing.





Activate the V1 and A2 tracks on the Timeline in order to edit the following two clips of the Paella Sequence together :





Call up the “What does cooking” clip onto the Source Screen and mark an IN Point right before the words, “What does cooking”.  Mark only an IN Point in order to make sure that you leave an adequate tail past the words, “In Mexico, when a man has this”.  In other words, use all of the clip after the IN Point without marking an OUT Point.  Edit the clip onto the Timeline using “B” (overwrite).





Next, call up the “In Mexico” clip onto the Source Screen and mark an IN Point right before the words, “In Mexico”.  Do not mark an OUT Point.  On the Composer Screen, mark an IN Point at the very end of the “What does cooking” clip.  Now edit the “In Mexico” clip onto the Timeline using “B” (overwrite).





	(Notice how the edit  line between the two clips is lined up on both the V1 and A2 Tracks).  The goal now is to split the two edit lines apart so that the audio and video from the “In Mexico” clip come in at different times.  Here's how you do it........and it’s very easy).





De-activate the A2 Audio Track (gray).   Keep the V1 Video Track activated (purple). 





Activate (turn on) the Red Arrow (Overwrite) function.  (the icon brightens).





On the Composer Screen, mark an IN Point right AFTER Lupe says, “In Mexico”  which is right BEFORE she says, “when a man has this problem....”





Now turn on the TRIM Tool by hitting the “ [ “ (left bracket)  key on the keyboard.  (You’ll now see the Trim Tool function appear on the Composer Screen).





Put the cursor on the pink highlighted edit line of the V1 Video Track on the Timeline.  (You’ll now see the white Trim Icon) , and while holding down on the Ctrl key, drag the white icon to the right until it snaps to the light gray edit line after the word, “Mexico”.  Release the mouse and notice how the edit lines are now split.





9.   To playback the split edit, simply drag the blue line back to the start of the sequence and press PLAY on the Composer Screen.





